Friday 8th February

Week 1- Term 1

Term 1 – 4/2/19– 12/419

ABSENTEES: TXT Stream
Our school is operates a system where you will receive a text message from the school if your child
is absent from school. Please respond with reason by text to 3255, you must start your message
with the following code: HunPrimary space then your message. We hope this will make
communication easier and our children.
Also available from the FREE Skool Loop App, also by texting 3225 followed by HunPrimary space –
message.

Kia Ora Huntly Primary Whanau
May this year bring you much love, joy and prosperity. Wishing you a great year filled with
immense happiness and luck! Stay in good health and achieve greater heights of success. Let’s look
forward to the upcoming year with confidence and hope!

Welcome back to the 2019 year at Huntly Primary School. A very warm welcome to those
families who are new to our school as well. We hope you enjoy your association with the
school and quickly get to know the parents in this wonderful community. Huntly Primary is a
fabulous school and it is important to us that you and your children feel that it is a happy
place to come to each day. On Monday the children settled quickly and happily into their
new rooms and in no time at all it seemed we had scarcely been away! Great credit to the
teachers for the effective programme setups and to you parents for ensuring a positive start
to the year.
As we enter this new school year, we are also starting our Positive Behaviour for Learning
journey. We are very fortunate to be able to enter this journey with the support of the
Ministry of Education and the RTLB Service. This work dovetails beautifully with our learner
characteristics and we look forward to involving our whole school community during this
phase of the programme.
I want to personally invite you to attend our Meet the Teacher Evening on Wednesday,
13th February at 5 pm. The most important thing you can do for your child is to get to know
and form positive relationships with his or her teachers. Remember that this is an early time
in the year so academic progress will be limited so rather, take the opportunity to introduce
yourself and put names to faces. You will also be able to meet some of the other parents
too while you are there. We’ll begin the evening with a visit to your child’s classroom at 5
pm to meet the teacher followed by a sausage sizzle at 5:30 pm. I hope to see each of you
next Wednesday. Each year brings positive change. This includes a few additions to our
staff.

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to those who are joining us on the staff this
year. We are very excited about the calibre of our new teachers and are delighted to have
recruited them to our staff. We have spent time together already as a staff in professional
development sessions and already our new teachers feel very much part of our team.
Meet our 2019 teaching team:

Rina
Pretorius

Acting Principal
He aha te mea nui o te ao?
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata!
I am a ‘people person’. From a young age, people fascinated me. My passion for people
has seen me travel the world, become a teacher and develop into an educational leader.
This year I am celebrating my 30th year in education. I particularly enjoy working with
young people, helping them to make sense of the world around them - guiding them in
learning to be the best they can be.

Samantha Ellery Acting Deputy Principal
Snr. Syndicate Leader
Kia ora whanau. I love teaching and believe Huntly Primary school is a
wonderful learning community. We have amazing talented students who make
everyday fun and exciting. It has been my privilege over the years to be a part
of many families and in some small way touch the lives of so many people. I
love spending time at the beach and enjoy getting outdoors. I am looking
forward to a wonderful year with our families and students.

Anna Kisiona Junior Syndicate Leader
Teacher: Room 5
Malo e lelei to all our beautiful families. Thank you for the warm and friendly
welcome. I am excited to be teaching at Huntly Primary School and look forward to
lots of fun learning.

Matua Tim

Senior Teacher
Teacher: Room 8
Kia ora whanau. I really love working with the tamariki and all the dedicated staff at
Huntly Primary. I love the outdoors and also music and being creative. I have worked
at H.P.S for 8 years now and am dedicated to the students I encounter. In Awhina
Whanau we strive to support each to reach our full potential. I wish everyone an
awesome 2019.

Rebecca
Slade

Teacher: Room 2

Celeste
Robinson

Teacher: Room 3

Hi to all, I love teaching at Huntly Primary, I have been part of the Junior school for
now 4 years. I enjoy being out on the water in my kayak and reading a good book.

Hello! This year is my third year teaching at Huntly Primary and I am looking
forward to a fantastic year in Aronui Whanau. It is a privilege to be able to be a
part of our wonderful students learning journey. On the weekends I love being
with my family, running, eating and spending time around the water.

Abi Westhead Teacher: Room 4
Kia Ora, I began my teaching journey here at HPS last year. So far it has been
an amazing experience, and I have learnt so much! I enjoy getting out and about
around New Zealand, especially if it’s to the beach.

Isaac
TeHunia

Teacher: Room 6
Kaua e mate wheke me mate ururoa
Do not die like an octopus, instead die like a hammerhead shark.
Do not give up so easily, instead fight until the bitter end.

Fakalofa lahi atu kia mutolu oti ma fanau - I look forward to what 2019 has
in store for both myself and our tamaiti. My educational journey has taken
me many places - from the City of Sails to Brisbane Australia and now the
mighty Waikato. The whakatauki above, for me, refers to having a ‘Can
Do’ attitude and ‘Never giving up’ when faced with adversity. My door is
always open - so feel free to pop on in.

Marisa
Meyer

Teacher: Room 7
Kia ora! I have just come full circle and have moved back into Manaaki Whanau
in the middle school where my journey at HPS started almost 6 years ago. I am
very excited for 2019 and can’t wait to engage our tamariki in their mahi!

Melissa
Denham

Teacher: Room 11

Johan
Potgieter

Technology: Hard materials

Maureen
Bryan

Technology: Soft materials

Mr Kisiona

Kia Ora Whanau. I am a beginning teacher here at Huntly Primary School. I
have been a part of this wonderful school environment for a while now doing
relieving since graduating last year. I am very excited to work alongside your
amazing children. I also love meeting whanau so you are more than welcome to
come in and have a chat.

Kia Ora Whanau, I am Johan and I have been at Huntly Primary School for just
over 8 years. I am the technology teacher in Tomau Whanau (Woodwork),
teaching year 7 and 8. I love teaching the students new skills building wooden
projects using basic hand tools and machines. Students can be creative in
designing their own designs for their projects. This year we will also introduce
students to coding training in Robotics.

Hi everyone, My name is Maureen Bryan and I have been working at Huntly
Primary School for just over 20 years.
Initially, I was in a full class teaching role with seniors but over the last few years
I have been in the Technology Dept. teaching Fabric and this year Food (as well)
Tech.
I enjoy being part of the Huntly Primary Whanau and watching the children
develop from youngsters into maturing young adults as they progress through
the school.
Kia Ora family and friends.
It’s great to be back. I’m excited about what this year has to offer. I’m looking
forward to working with our kids and alongside our parents and together I hope that
we can make Huntly Primary the best little school in the country. Kia Kaha!

Marley
Jenkins

Maori Language
Tēnā koutou
Ko au ko Waikato ko Waikato ko au. Ko Ngāti Naho te hapū, ko Maurea me
Horahora oku marae. Ko au tētahi mokopuna o te whānau Wirihana me te
whānau Manukau. Ko Marley Jenkins toku ingoa.
Mauri Ora

Thank you for making the choice to become or remain a part of the Huntly Primary
community. I do hope you will enjoy your association with our school.
Kindest Regards
Rina Pretorius

BOT News
We are pleased to welcome a new member to our Board of Trustee this year
- Karen Takarangi. We look forward to your valuable input.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
WAIHI BEACH Y7 & Y8
22nd February – limited to 60 students.
RAGLAN BEACH- Y4,Y5,Y6
28th February – Limited to 80 students
RAGLAN BEACH- Y1,Y2,Y3
1st March – Limited to 40 students
Our students have been given information about our beach education trip.
Please ensure they return the permission slips to the office with the $5.00.
If you wish to be a parent helper for either of the these trips, please leave your
name and contact details at the office and we will contact you should we need
you.

MEET THE TEACHER EVENING – WEDNESDAY 13th FEBRUARY 5pm

ORDERS FOR SCHOOL LUNCHES ARE
NOW TAKEN AT THE SLIDE WINDOW
BESIDE THE SCHOOL HALL.

JUICIES AT LUNCHTIME
Once again we will be selling juices at lunchtime. They
cost $1.50 each and are available to buy at the beginning
of lunchtime everyday starting this Thursday.
Bring your spare change and cool off with a nice juicy.

TECHOLOGY FEES FOR TERM 1 NOW DUE Y7 & Y8
$13.00 per Term or $52.00 for year

HUNTLY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Is a Sun Smart School
Students must wear a sun hat to be able to
play outside in Term 1. We have caps, bucket
hats & slough hats available for purchase.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS: 8.30am to 4pm
Summer Uniform Term 1

–

all items available from the school office

